Born October 4, 1983
Last seen July 1, 2011
Reported missing September 26, 2011
 
Police Jurisdiction
Kokomo Police Department
Indiana State Police
 
Who is Kelly?
Kelly was a young mother, living with her partner Travis Funke in 2011. She was reported missing by her sister, after her family became worried about not hearing from her.
 
Day of the Disappearance
Kelly’s sister became concerned in September 2011. She called the house and was given various excuses by Funke for why Kelly could not come to the phone. Her sister searched for Kelly in her various hangouts, spoke to friends and neighbors, and quickly realized she had not been seen by anyone. She asked the police to conduct a welfare check, which resulted in no contact with Kelly. She was reported missing by her sister on September 26.
 
Ensuing Investigation
The police searched Kelly’s home with a warrant on September 27. They found bloodstained carpet, but no sign of any of the residents. Police did not declare the trailer a crime scene, for unknown reasons. The next day, September 28, Funke was arrested for violating house arrest for unrelated charges. While in jail, Funke’s cellmate claimed that Funke admitted to killing Kelly. A friend of Funke told police he asked him to help dispose of evidence.
 
Police returned to the trailer to find the blood was, in fact, Kelly’s.
 
In January 2012, Funke confessed to killing Kelly during an argument. He claims the two had been arguing for three days, and he killed her after she attacked him with a hammer while he was sleeping. Funke claimed he put Kelly’s body in a trash container, which was picked up shortly after by trash services.
 
It is unclear when Kelly died. Police believe she was dead on July 8th, presumably from Funke’s account. However, her sister claims Kelly called her on August 2.  
 
Authorities searched a local landfill for Kelly’s body. Nothing was found. Funke was charged in February 2012 with voluntary manslaughter, to which he plead guilty claiming self-defense. He was sentenced to 35 years in prison.
 
Kelly’s body has not been found. Police believe her body to be in Wabash Valley Landfill, but the costs to search are around $7,000 a day. They will only search if the family pays.
 
Kelly’s Description
Ronel stood at 5'4 to 5'6, weighing 130 pounds at the time of her disappearance. She is a Caucasian female, with brown hair and blue eyes. She has a scar near her right eye, a scar on her left arm, and a mole on her left shoulder. Ronel also has a tattoo on her neck and a tattoo of a butterfly on her left shoulder.
 
Demographics
Height: 5'2-5'5
Weight: 120
Race: White
Hair: Auburn
Eyes: Brown
 
Clothing
NA
 
Other
Ears pierced
Nose pierced
Angel with a heart reading “Steve” tattoo
Blue and turquoise tattoo on lower back
 
Suspects
It is widely accepted that Travis Funke, Kelly’s boyfriend, killed her.

