Born July 26, 1966
Last seen October 24, 1989
Reported missing NA
 
Police Jurisdiction
Gary Police Department
Indiana State Police
 
Who is Benita?
Benita was a young woman, a daughter, mother of two sons, and a student. Benita lived in the 1900 block of east 19th Avenue at the time of her disappearance. She was attending college full time and had a temporary part-time clerical job with the utilities dispatch center at Inland Steel Co. in East Chicago. According to her family, Benita's hobbies include cooking, sewing and piano playing.
 
Day of the Disappearance
Benita was last seen in Gary, Indiana on October 24, 1989. Her mother saw her at Indiana University's Northwest campus that day; both of them attended classes there. She has never been heard from again.
 
Ensuing Investigation
At the time of her disappearance, Benita was estranged from her ex-husband, John Lee "Johnny" Spears Jr. She had married him after graduating Horace Mann High School, and they had two sons. There was a history of domestic violence in the marriage. In 1988, Johnny was charged with two felonies after he beat Benita, abducted her at gunpoint and took her out of state. He pleaded guilty to criminal confinement and was sentenced to two years in prison. Benita filed for divorce that same year. Johnny was released from Lake County Jail the night before Benita disappeared. Shortly after her disappearance, he was seen driving her 1981 Oldsmobile Omega with the license plate number 45P2981. It had been parked at Benita's home when she was reported missing, but disappeared a short time later. The vehicle wasn't located until November 23, when it turned up at a parking lot at South Shore Line in East Chicago, Illinois.

Johnny refused to take a polygraph in Benita's case. In October 1990, Johnny was charged with attempted murder in an unrelated incident and jailed again. He remains the prime suspect in his ex-wife's case but has never been charged in connection with it. Benita lived in the 1900 block of east 19th Avenue at the time of her disappearance. She was attending college full time and had a temporary part-time clerical job with the utilities dispatch center at Inland Steel Co. in East Chicago.

Foul play is suspected in her case, which remains unsolved.
 
Benita’s Description
Benita was 5’2, weighing 120 pounds at the time of her disappearance. She is an African American female with black hair and brown eyes. Her nickname is Nita. She has a hernia scar on her abdomen, a beauty mark on her left cheek, and a chipped tooth. Her ears are pierced.
 
Demographics
Height: 5’2
Weight: 120 lbs.
Race: Black
Hair: Black
Eyes: Brown
 
Clothing
Unknown
 
Other
Hernia scar on abdomen
Beauty mark on left cheek
Chipped tooth
 
1981 Oldsmobile Omega with license plate number 45P2981 (accounted for)
 
Suspects
John Lee "Johnny" Spears Jr.- history of domestic violence, abducted Benita at gunpoint and was arrested, released the night before she disappeared, seen driving her car shortly after


