Born October 12, 1965
Last seen December 27, 2000
Reported missing NA
 
Police Jurisdiction
Thorntown Police Department
Indiana State Police
Federal Bureau Of Investigation

Who is Karen?
Karen was a devoted mother of two children.  
 
Day of the Disappearance
Smith was last seen at her residence in the 800 block of Weghorst Street in Indianapolis, Indiana at approximately 10:30 p.m. on December 27, 2000. Her son told the authorities that her former husband, Steven D. Halcomb, was sitting in the family's living room with Smith at the time. Her son reported that Smith appeared to be experiencing drug-induced sleepiness.

Her two children did not hear any suspicious activity within their house during the night. They reported her as a missing person when Smith could not be located the following morning. She also missed an appointment that day. She left behind her car, jewelry, and money at her house. She was in financial trouble at the time of her disappearance and had previously filed for bankruptcy.
 
Ensuing Investigation
Halcomb had been paroled from a drug-related conviction in August 2000, four months before Smith vanished. Smith previously told her family members that she felt threatened by him. He dropped out of sight at the same time Smith disappeared; he failed to show up for work the next day. His vehicle, a light blue 1983 Ford LTD with the Indiana license plate number 95W7801, was also missing.
 
Halcomb turned himself into authorities on January 11, 2001 after violating his parole. He had been in California. His vehicle was located and inspected for possible evidence related to Smith's disappearance, but nothing was found during the search. He has maintained his innocence regarding Smith's case and told investigators he never saw his former wife around the time she vanished, but Smith's family believes that he was involved in her case. Halcomb was denied parole in 2001 and remained in prison until the end of his sentence in 2003. After being released from prison, he disappeared again. He was indicted in absentia for Smith's murder in August 2003, over two and a half years after she disappeared. He was later apprehended and arrested.

A cellmate of Halcomb's testified he heard Halcomb confess to strangling Smith, and prosecutors produced other evidence that he abused and stalked Smith and tried to hire an undercover police officer to kill her before her disappearance. His lawyers argued that there was no evidence Smith had been murdered. They suggested that she had committed suicide or left town to avoid her creditors. Halcomb was convicted of the murder in December 2004 and was sentenced to 95 years in prison. He will not be eligible for parole until he is in his eighties. He maintains his innocence in Smith's case. Smith's loved ones have stated that it is very uncharacteristic of her to leave without warning. She is very devoted to her two children, who are now being cared for by relatives. Smith's family believes that she may have traveled to the southeast section of Indianapolis after her initial disappearance. Her remains have never been found, but foul play is suspected in her case due to the circumstances involved.
 
Karen’s Description
Karen was 4’11, weighing 148 pounds at the time of her disappearance. She is a Caucasian female with brown hair and blue eyes. She was last seen wearing a gray Indiana University sweatshirt, jeans or gray sweatpants, white socks, a pink marquise ring with a gold stripe across the stone, a gold ring with seventeen diamonds on a cross band, and possibly black leather thigh-length jacket   with a large hood and gold satin lining. She may have been carrying a twelve-inch black leather purse with a shoulder strap and a multicolored woven leather cigarette case. She has scars on her left foot and on her abdomen. She has a surgical scare on her left knee. She has a gap between her upper front teeth and wore a retainer on her lower teeth. Her right index finger was severed during a sewing accident and reattached. She occasionally walks with a limp as a result of a cleft foot. One of her ankles was reconstructed during childhood. Her left ear is pierced three times on the earlobe, with an additional piercing on the upper cartilage. Her right ear is pierced twice on the earlobe. Her maiden name is Bishop.
 
Demographics
Height: 4’11
Weight: 148 lbs.
Race: White
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Blue
 
Clothing
Gray Indiana University sweatshirt
Jeans or gray sweatpants
White socks
Pink marquise ring with gold stripe on stone
Gold ring with seventeen diamonds on the band, crisscrossed
Black leather thigh-length jacket with hood and gold satin lining
Twelve-inch black leather purse with shoulder strap and multicolored woven leather cigarette case
 
Other
Pierced ears
Wide gap between upper front teeth
Right index finger reattached
Walks with limp as the result of a cleft foot.
Ankle reconstructed during childhood
Left ear pierced three times on earlobe, with additional piercing in upper cartilage
Right ear pierced twice in earlobe
 
Light blue 1983 Ford LTD with the Indiana license plate number 95W7801 (accounted for)
 
Suspects
Steven D. Halcomb- ex-husband, seen with her before she disappeared


