Born February 16, 1981
Last seen December 26, 1995
Reported missing ND
 
Police Jurisdiction
Union Police Department
Indiana State Police
 
Who is Jessica?
Jessica was a young girl who enjoyed Mexican and Chinese food, as well as Pepsi, Kool-Aid, milk, and tea. Her favorite movies were Dirty Dancing and Sarah, Plain and Tall. She enjoyed America’s Funniest Home Videos, Saved by the Bell, and Full House. She also loved spending time with her dog Max, camping, collecting porcelain dolls, and swimming. Her favorite color was hunter green. Jessica was a seventh grader at Union Middle School. She was a shy girl with new people, but very outgoing with her friends.
 
Day of the Disappearance
Jessica left her parents’ home in Union, Missouri on December 26th, heading to a friend’s house. She did not call her mother at 5 p.m. to indicate that she would be home for dinner.
 
Jimmy Hopkins picked Jessica up from her friend’s home. He was 23 years old in 1995 and knew Jessica through their mothers’ friendship. Hopkins paid Mark Henderson to drive him and Jessica to an inn in Cloverdale, IN. The car was an aqua two-door 1994 Chevrolet Cavalier. Hopkins told Henderson that Jessica was pregnant with his child and showed him wedding rings, claiming the two were to be married in Niagara Falls, New York.
 
The three checked into the Dollar Inn in the 1000 block of north Main Street in Cloverdale. Jessica and Hopkins stayed in room 222 while Henderson checked into room 224. Henderson told authorities that he heard loud noises from Jessica and Hopkins's room during the night. He said the sounds were similar to a body being thrown against a wall. Henderson said Hopkins claimed he and Jessica were having sexual intercourse at the time.
 
Ensuing Investigation
Jessica and Hopkins were gone in the morning, likely taking Henderson’s car with them. He reported the car stolen. Hopkins pawned his grandmother’s wedding ring in Paris, Tennessee on December 27th, some 300 miles away from Cloverdale.
 
Hopkins was later found to be working at a Compton ice cream shop, where witnesses saw a girl matching Jessica’s description. Henderson’s car had been found two weeks after it was reported stolen, abandoned.
 
Hopkins returned to Missouri alone in the late spring or early summer of 1996. Investigators were unable to question him about Jessica's disappearance until November 1996. He said he had not harmed her and had last seen her at a hotel in the Hollywood, California area with a Mexican man known only as Capone. The address he gave for the hotel, however, turned out to be a vacant lot.
 
Hopkins allegedly told several people in later years that he had murdered Jessica and disposed of her body. In April 2008, Hopkins shot his wife to death inside their Joplin, Missouri home and then died by suicide. He was never charged in Jessica's case, but authorities and Jessica's mother believe he murdered her.
 
Jessica’s Description
Jessica was 5’5 and weighed 160 pounds at the time of her disappearance.  She wore a white turtleneck, a green sweatshirt, a green leather jacket, new dark green Levi’s, black sneakers, and a hunter-green ponytail holder. She had brown hair and hazel eyes. Jessica wore eyeglasses. She has a small car on her inner left forearm near her elbow. She may have the name “Capone” tattooed on her neck. Her ears are pierced.
 
Demographics
Height: 5’5
Weight: 160 lbs.
Race: White
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Hazel
 
Clothing
White turtleneck
Green sweatshirt
Green leather jacket
New, dark green Levi’s
Black sneakers
Hunter-green ponytail holder
 
Other
Wears eyeglasses
Scar on inner forearm near elbow
Ears pierced
 
Suspects
Jimmy Hopkins- believed by authorities and parents to have killed Jessica


